ŢIGÁN, -Ă, ţigani, -e, s.m., adj. I. S.m. 1. Persoană ce face parte dintr-o populaţie originară din India şi răspândită în mai toate ţările Europei, trăind în unele părţi încă în stare seminomadă. 2. Epitet dat unei persoane brunete. 3. Epitet dat unei persoane cu apucături rele. II. Adj. (Rar) Ţigănesc. -Din sl. ciganinŭ. Cf. rus. ţ â g a n.
. The reason for choosing them was that I wanted to see the manner in which the Roma minority is represented in the milieu of the elite, for the large public perceives the two magazines as more sophisticated and elitist. Dilema veche is a weekly cultural magazine specialized on thematic editions. The accent is put on essays, debate and literary journalism 9 . The second one, Revista 22, is an independent weekly political analysis and cultural newspaper that is published by the first Romanian NGO, Grupul pentru dialog social (The Group for Social Dialogue). It defines itself as "the best weekly
Romanian newspaper of political culture" 10 .
The manner in which the information and the materials were researched and collected needs also some explanations. Even though it is politically correct in Romanian language to speak about "Rroma" or "Roma" minority, most Romanians use the word "ţigan"
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. this reason, when searching in the archives of the journals, the words searched were "rom", "rrom", "Romanes", "romi", "rromi", "ţigan" and "ţigani." Such a distinction is a very important parameter, as the analysis of the Agenţia de monitorizare a presei [The Press
monitor Agency] showed in the report of 2002. Mircea Toma, the director of the agency, suggested that even though the centuries-old negative stereotypes about the gypsies cannot be easily changed, something may be modified in the way in which the stereotypes are perceived. It is wrong to associate the word "ţigan" to every news or piece of information about Romany minority. And the journalists and the mass-media have to actively implicate and change this perception 12 .
During The problem of how should the minority be called, "ţigan" or "rom" is a very important as well as old issue. If it is politically correct and humane calling someone a Romany and not a gypsy, the mentalities haven't yet changed enough and you can hear not only ordinary people using the word "ţigan" with a negative/pejorative meaning, but even high representatives, like the president of Romania. It is a debate that inflames Romaniansthe reactions to each article dealing with the subject are many and passionate.
Intellectuals, historians, journalist they are all debating on the subject. Before passing on to the presentation of the articles found during my research, I would like to analyse the main position of the Romanian intelligentsia on this large debate, which has been bone of contention for decades. . They belong to the Romanian nation for centuries and as Romanian citizens they enjoy the same rights and also the same responsibilities. Maybe the real problem is that the mentality of some gypsies must change -after all, we are talking about members of the minority that refuse to respect the common sense rules and the Romanian laws by putting forward their belonging to another type of culture. Mr. Domuţa suggests to eradicate first of all the customs that lead to the violation of the law (like the tradition of organizing the marriage of children) or those that put in danger the safety, the good health and the wellness of entire communities (and here education plays the most important role).
But the confusion appears even among members of the minority. As Mălina Voicu shows 20 , changing the name of minority doesn't lead to a change of the identity. The
Gypsies are an ethnic group that had during the centuries an inferior status and of course, the idea of changing the name is part of a larger programme that has as main objectives redefining their ethnic identity and integrating them in the society not by assimilation, but by the acceptance of differences. Apart from the name, the most important is the general attitude and the behaviour of the majority towards the minority. From another perspective, the Gypsies are a very heterogeneous group. Romany people aren't only those with colourful dresses and scarves, with a traditional way of life -the players of traditional music bands are also Romany. Gypsies are those living in the periphery part of cities, poor and miserable, and gypsies are also those living in palaces with 10 turrets. Between all these groups are important cultural, educational and social differences. The only thing they have in common is the colour of their skin. A large part of the gypsies do not accept to be called Romany and the confusion arises maybe from the fact that the label "rom" was artificially invented but not assumed by the large majority. But against the conclusion of Ms. Voicu, that every person should have the right to call him/herself as he/she desires, Ms. Margareta Matache, the executive director of the NGO Romani CRISS is absolutely convinced that the "Romany" appellation is the correct one, for "ţigan", "gypsy" or "zigeuner" have all a negative connotation 21 .
The opinion of Ms. Matache (the only Romany that gave her opinion about the matter in the special issue Dilema veche published) is advocated by a series of other Romany intellectuals in the second part of the debate
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. Delia Grigore states that the present identity of Romany in Romania is based upon a history of social exclusion and institutionalized racism, rooted on a negatively-stereotyped thinking. "Ţigan" is a false name, for in Romany language this word does not exist : it is a Greek origin word 23 referring, in the official religious orthodox system, to the "impure", "pagan", "untouchable"
ones. In the XIV century, when the word "aţigan" 24 is mentioned for the first time in the religious papers, the term was a reference to the social condition of gypsies' slaves, and had nothing to do with their ethnic group. It should be mentioned that the slavery of the gypsies was a disease of the Romanian nation, for even after its abolition 25 , the Romany minority has been considered to be a parasitic subculture, a socially excluded group formed of entities that have not been allowed to enjoy their fundamental human rights. Ms.
Grigore draws attention towards a very important aspect of the development this collective image of the majority towards the gypsy minority has taken: the self-stigmatization. . This is how the gypsies become the prisoners of a deforming society. By adopting only in the surface the way of life of the majority, they return an image of an imperfect society -and the result is that the majority starts having doubts about its own identity and rejects the stranger that tells them the truth.
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The deformed society is the one that fails to teach the young generations (for the below mentioned subjects are not even mentioned in the history text manuals) about the five centuries of slavery the gypsy minority endured, the Holocaust where the gypsies were as much victims as the Jews, about the Second World War, when the Romanian gypsies were deported to Transnistria, or about the Romanian Orthodox Church which openly associated its name (and also encouraged) the Romanian extreme right movement in between the two Worlds War.
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But all the arguments pro and against calling the Romanian gypsies "ţigani" or "rom" are the intellectual ones. In every day Romanian media, things don't seem to have changed too much. The debate on how the gypsies should be called appear only after episodes like the ones quoted in the beginning of my paper and the arguments presented are few: the word "ţigan" has a negative connotation, the Romanians are afraid that there will be a confusion between the "Romany" and the "Romanians" (but nobody says that they are also
Romanian citizens) and that in Romani (the gypsy language), the term "ţigan" does not exist. and Eastern Europe ones, through different "multicultural" programmes that had as declared objectives "cultivating tolerance" or the "multi-ethnic co-habitation" -their only purpose being to stop the Romany from invading the "septic" Occident. 31 They are the failed exam for the EU and Leonard Orban, the Romanian commissioner states that the global problem was transferred to a local level.
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The Romany ethnics are considered by one editorialist to be the 28 th nation of the European Union, for they are a nomadic people in a Union with no borders in between its member states, where transparency and permeability rule.
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Another opinion that expresses in a metaphoric manner the way in which the European Union citizens make the distinction between the "Romany" and the "gypsy" is that of One of the first impressions when reading all the researched material is that there are two types of newspapers articles: the politically correct ones, the ones that use a non-biased language, based on facts or offering in a non-emotional manner the opinion of the authors; and the negative oriented ones, the ones that present how the gypsy minority is responsible for the negative image Romania has among other countries or how it is a negative element of Romanian society. or even cases of abandoned children coming from Romany communities 42 .
Romany crimes
As one of the most important stereotypes in Romania (in the 2002 March report, the "Press Monitor -presa de la "ţigani" la romi", found more that 43,50% of the total registered articles about negative events in which the actors were the Romany -"am remarcat faptul că ziarele care prezintă evenimente conflictuale au tendinţă pentru prezentarea acţiunilor negative săvârşite de etnicii romi" 43 [We noticed that the newspapers which present the conflicting events had the tendency to present the negative actions of the Romany ethnics]), the criminal Romany has an important presence in the Romanian newspapers. The Romany is a violent community that puts in danger the calm 37 Evenimentul zilei (7), România liberă (5). 38 Adevărul (1), Evenimentul zilei (4), România liberă (2).
39 Evenimentul zilei (3). 40 Evenimentul zilei (1). 41 Adevărul (2), Evenimentul zilei (2). 42 Adevărul (1).
43 Presa de la "Ţigani" la "Romi" [The press from "Gypsies" to "Romas"], Aşezământul Cultural Academia 
Discrimination
Discriminating the Romany, in Romania, seems to be so rooted in the mentalities, that starting with the President, passing through the Prime-minister, the teachers in schools, the reporters and journalists, to the ordinary Romanian, everyone speaks about filthy gypsies, about the gypsy thieves or the, now proverbial, gypsy laziness.
As mentioned in the beginning of the paper, the President of the country, felling aggressed by a reporter that kept asking him questions while in a private moment (shopping with his wife), took her mobile phone and said to his wife, when left alone with her that the reporter was a "filthy gypsy". Unfortunately for him, the phone registered the entire conversation.
The echoes were numerous, the President apologised through his speaker, the Romany protested in front of the Parliament with soap, detergents and wearing T-shirts having as logo "Filthy gypsy". The Romany representative in the Parliament concluded that in his opinion the declaration made by the President weren't discriminative -since everybody in the country uses this expression and being that we are all aloud to be nervous and express ourselves...
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In July 2007, it was the Prime Minister who was accused of discriminatory affirmations against Romany. He declared during his weekly meeting with the press that it didn't seem normal for him that honest Romanians that go to work in Italy, should suffer because of the criminal acts committed by the Romany in the Peninsula. For associating criminality with the Romany ethnics, the Romani Criss association intended a suit against the Prime Minister. The National Council against Discrimination found the Prime Minister not guilty.
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After the above mentioned events, the decision of a school to make separate classes for Romany pupils passed almost unnoticed 57 . Discrimination in schools against Romany children is a phenomenon that arrives periodically in the Romanian press: The teachers call the their Romany pupils either "filthy gypsies" 58 -following the Presidential declarations -or they are imitating the sound of the crows when addressing to them (for if you want to offend even more a Romany, you do not call him "ţigan", but "crow") 59 55 Adevărul (6), Evenimentul zilei (3), România liberă (7).
56 Evenimentul zilei (3), România liberă (1).
57 Evenimentul zilei (1).
58 Evenimentul zilei (1). 59 Evenimentul zilei (1).
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Against all the discriminations, the Romany complained at the Government The projects for integrating the Roma minority are made both at local 68 
Traditions
The Romany traditions are of two kinds: those accepted by the majority, like their crafts, their laws, their music, dances and their organization 72 ; and those ones that enter in total contradiction with the most elementary human rights. Among the last ones, the most mediatised is the marriage of Romany children. Two important events took place during the investigated period: one of them was the marriage of a 5 years old girl with a 16 years old boy 73 ; the other was the rebellion to this tradition of a 12 years old boy who refused to get married with the girl his parents chose for him -the result was a general battle between the two clans and the image of a gap between generations 74 .
Romany in the EU
Between the countries of the European Union, the ways in which the Roma issues are treated are very different. There is no common European policy concerning the Romany.
EU puts asides funds, finances programmes for the Romany integration, but leaves to the states finding solutions 75 .
Two neighbours, France and Italy, have radically opposite approaches to the Roma issues. I limited my research to them (I will present the main subjects the Romanian press published), but there are articles about the Romanian Romany beggars that invaded Greece, Finland, Spain, UK and Ireland 76 .
The Măilăţ case and the Italian crisis
Although the European Union has allocated funds for the integration of the Roma minorities, not all the countries that have Romany ethnics on their territory asked for that money. It is the case of Italy, a country which saw its own transformation from an emigrated into an immigrated state. Since 1996, more and more Romanians decided to 72 Adevărul (2), Evenimentul zilei (5).
73 Evenimentul zilei (2).
73 Evenimentul zilei (2). 74 Adevărul (1), Evenimentul zilei (5). 75 Adevărul (6), Evenimentul zilei (2), România liberă (2).
76 Adevărul (9) , Evenimentul zilei (12), România liberă (4). The festivals include music, dances, photo exhibitions, movies, but also traditional craftsmen that show their creations in metal, wood, etc.
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Of course, the classification is not exhaustive and is concentrated on the main subjects that attired the attention of the media during the last year. It's a subjective classification that opens to debate. 2. Since Romania, a few years ago, had discovered a new rhythm, the "manele" music, popular culture is associated with the gypsy music. The singers of "manele" • Gavreliuc Alin, "Despre "ţigani" şi "ţigănitate"" [About "gypsies" and "gipsydom"], 
Instead of conclusion, two images

